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year specifically, and to Members of the Con-
gress and the American people more gen-
erally.

Special Agent Scott Sammis came to the
Subcommittee in February of 2008 on a pro-
fessional detail from the ATF. At that time,
Special Agent Sammis was Acting Division
Chief of the Liaison Division within the Office
of Public and Governmental Affairs. Special
Agent Sammis joined the ATF nearly 20 years
ago, and was first assigned to the Buffalo,
New York field office. Soon after being as-
signed to that field office, Scott was the sole
case agent on the Love Canal Bomber inves-
tigation. That investigation involved individuals
who detonated two pipe bombs and set sev-
eral fires in the vacant homes around the con-
taminated area, which had recently been de-
clared habitable again. The individuals were
arrested by Special Agent Sammis and ulti-
mately convicted in U.S. District Court.

Then in December of 1993, four package
bombs detonated throughout New York State,
killing five people and injuring two. Two other
packages were intercepted and rendered safe
by local law enforcement. Special Agent
Sammis had been investigating a large recov-
ery of dynamite from three months earlier, and
was able to connect the two investigations on
the night of the bombings. He subsequently
identified a suspect and obtained a 44-page
signed confession within 18 hours of the
bombings. The two suspects were convicted in
U.S. District Court. Sammis received ATF’s
Johnny Masengale Memorial Award for his
work on this investigation. This annual award
was established in memory of Special Agent
Johnny A. Masengale to recognize ATF em-
ployees involved in a special effort or special
achievement in an explosives investigation or
an explosives-related support activity. Special
Agent Sammis and his impressive work lead-
ing to these arrests were featured on Amer-
ican Justice.

In October 1997, Special Agent Sammis
was assigned to the Intelligence Division; spe-
cifically, the National Church Arson Task
Force. As a project officer in this group, Spe-
cial Agent Sammis utilized his computer skills
to set up a database to track the hundreds of
church fires occurring in the late 1990s. The
honing of these computer skills would prove
particularly invaluable to the Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, Science and Related
Agencies.

Over the following ten years, Special Agent
Sammis would be assigned various positions
within the ATF, including a position within the
Resource Management Branch (RMB) of
ATF’s Financial Management Division and as
the Resident Agent in Charge of the Rich-
mond, Virginia Field Office.

Upon joining the Subcommittee, Special
Agent Sammis was responsible for managing
the sizable and complex database of congres-
sional requests made of the Subcommittee.
The database included several thousand indi-
vidual requests made by members of Con-
gress. His tenacity, ingenuity and thorough-
ness brought clarity and order to the cum-
bersome and time-consuming process of re-
viewing and tracking the myriad annual re-
quests. He worked tirelessly into the early
morning hours to ensure that the tabular mate-
rial for inclusion in the Committee reports was
complete and accurate and that certification
letters were correct and submitted in accord-
ance with the Rules of the House. During con-
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ference deliberations with the Senate, Scott
ensured that the House and Senate tables
merged correctly—a difficult task given that
the House and Senate Subcommittees use dif-
ferent databases. Scott, as always, rose to the
occasion and volunteered to take on this ex-
tremely important, time-consuming task.

In addition, Special Agent Sammis reviewed
the congressional budget submissions of sev-
eral independent agencies, and, at only the
appropriate times, offered his impressions and
observations based on his unique, personal
experience in the field when questions related
to law enforcement arose. When the work of
the Subcommittee required late-night or ex-
tended hours, Special Agent Sammis ensured
that the Subcommittee staff did not go without
proper nourishment, offering suggestions from
the menus of neighborhood eateries. He kept
a catalog of quotable quips, day-to-day
musings that brought him private amusement.
His nail pin compressor, electric drill and ham-
mer were always ready at hand, and for the
sake of expediency, he insisted on moving of-
fice furniture in his suit and tie. There was little
he would not do gladly. He performed his job
admirably, with good humor and patience.
Simply, Special Agent Sammis covered all the
bases, and exceeded everyone’s expectations.

It is with regret that the Subcommittee re-
turns Special Agent Sammis to the ATF today.
He has represented the law enforcement
agents of the ATF with distinction and honor.
| personally want to extend my appreciation,
and that of Ranking Member RODNEY FRELING-
HUYSEN, Senators BARBARA MIKULSKI and
RICHARD SHELBY, and the Subcommittee staff
for a job very well done. Once again, Scott,
you have served the Congress and the Amer-
ican people well.

———
NATIONAL DATA PRIVACY DAY
SPEECH OF

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 26, 2009

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 31. In this digital
age, people from all walks of life are affected
by data privacy issues, from teenagers who
maintain  profiles on social networking
websites to business professionals who
schedule meetings and place orders online.
Instant  electronic communications  have
brought us closer together and made us pros-
perous in many ways, but they have also cre-
ated threats to the privacy of our personal in-
formation.

As personal information becomes readily ac-
cessible online, those who endeavor to use
our personal data to their own advantage are
becoming increasingly sophisticated in their at-
tempts to obtain it: the harvesting of personal
information from public profiles of social net-
working websites, phishing and scamming e-
mails, and passive monitoring of unsecured
wireless networks all provide very real dan-
gers to our personal information. The threat of
identity theft, which can have devastating con-
sequences that can take years to undo, re-
mains very real to many people across the
country as they use the Internet and go about
their everyday lives.

These threats can be mitigated if individuals
are vigilant in protecting their privacy, but few
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people are fully aware of all of the sources of
potential danger to their personal information.
Online security and computer security are
broad subjects that encompass simple security
measures such as using strong passwords as
well as more complicated subjects such as the
dangers of unsecured wireless networks. In-
creasing the awareness of these threats would
greatly benefit individuals whose personal in-
formation is at risk online.

H. Res. 31 marks January 28, 2009, as
“National Data Privacy Day”. Our effort to es-
tablish this date as National Data Privacy Day
would be in conjunction with numerous other
organizations and institutions that are acting to
encourage awareness of data privacy issues
on this day. The Ohio State University in my
district, for example, is strongly concerned
with data privacy and will be printing articles,
offering daily tips, distributing posters, and ac-
tively working with students, faculty and staff
to raise awareness of personal information pri-
vacy issues.

Commendable efforts such as these encour-
age the discussion of data privacy in class-
rooms and living rooms across our country
and will help individuals better protect them-
selves against the misuse of their personal in-
formation online and help them develop good
security habits overall. I'm proud to be a co-
sponsor of this resolution and will work with
my colleagues to continue to raise awareness
of digital privacy, and safeguard ourselves in
the digital area.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE APOLLO THEA-
TER’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY SEA-
SON AND THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF MR. PERCY SUTTON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Apollo Theater on kicking
off its 75th Anniversary Season and its long-
time success in showcasing many of the
world’s greatest entertainers. Additionally, |
want to pay tribute to my dear friend Percy
Sutton who saved the Apollo Theater and
made this moment possible.

| also congratulate the Apollo Theater Foun-
dation president & CEO Jonelle Procope and
board chairman Richard D. Parsons for their
leadership and their efforts in putting together
this anniversary celebration.

Before there was American Idol, there was
Amateur Night at the Apollo which launched
the dreams of stardom for many of America’s
greatest entertainers. Among them are some
of the legends: Ella Fitzgerald, Stevie Wonder,
and James Brown.

Located in the heart of Harlem on 125th
Street, the Apollo is the musical soul of our
community. For the past 74 vyears, it has
thrilled Americans of every race and religion
who have enjoyed unforgettable performances
by new and established artists. This year con-
tinues and celebrates that tradition.

| truly wish | could be there to celebrate this
historic event. However, my work on the
House Ways and Means Committee focusing
on President Obama’s economic recovery plan
requires me to be in Washington.

The Apollo is special place in the entertain-
ment world where many celebrities who start-
ed here come home and “look back.” That is
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